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KUALA Lumpur mayor Datuk Seri
Mohd Amin Nordin Abd Aziz has
ordered an illegal sand- washmg
site to be shut down.

The project, which does not
have the necessary permits from
Kuala Lumpur City Hall and the
Federal Territories Land and
Mines Office, was operating along
Sungai Klang facing the 5th Mile of
Jalan Kelang Lama.

The sand miners have managed
to dodge the authorities for years
as they camouflaged their location
by planting huge trees and build-
ing a hoarding around the site.
The area is visible only from the
air.

“We have sent a team to investi-
gate the matter and the site has
been shut down as instructed by
the mayor,” DBKL executive direc-
tor (Socio Economic Development)
Datuk Mohd Saufi Muhamad said.

“A meeting chaired by the
Federal Territories Ministry was
also held with multiple agencies in
attendance to discuss the matter,”
Mohd Saufi added.

When StarMetro visited the site
on Monday, it looked like operations
had ceased. No one was around. A
tipper lorry and two excavators
were abandoned at the site. A crude
washing system used to wash the
sand was also left behind.
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8km away from River of Life project site

When contacted, Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID) River
Basin Management Division depu-
ty director Datuk Mohd Azmi
Ismail said in a text message: “The
issue was mentioned in a coordi-
nation and implementation com-
mittee meeting for the River of
Life (RoL) project chaired by the
KSU (secretary-general) of the FT
Ministry recently.

“DBKL was directed to do the
enforcement. The FT Ministry will
call for a meeting to carry out a
coordinated enforcement exercise
for the entire stretch of the RoL
project,” he added.

Last week, StarMetro exposed
the illegal sand-washing site oper-
ating along Sungai Klang, only
8km away from the site where the
Government is spending billions of
ringgit to rehabilitate the river
under RoL.

This is the third illegal
sand-washing site that has been
shut down for operating along the
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StarMetro’s report on the illegal sand-washing site along Sungai Kiang, on May 9.

KL stretch of the 120km-long
Sungai Klang in the past two years.
The activity was being conduct-
ed on private land. However, resi-
dents had spotted tipper lorries
and excavators plying Jalan Kelang
Lama at different times of the
day.
The vehicles would use a route

several hundred metres away
from the site to avoid being detect-
ed.

Sand-washing had been identi-
fied as one of the culprits polluting
the river. It also contributes to
other problems, ranging from air
to noise pollution as well as the
health of the river.



